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Abstract : Tertiary institutions are often faced with a challenge when incorporating social awareness into course content. The
information campaigns in the media often alienate the viewers and the knowledge is not readily assimilated into the students’
consciousness. This paper will present a discussion of the results of collaborative teaching projects run by the Michaelis School
of fine art and the HIV/AIDS, Inclusivity and Change Unit (HAICU) at the University of Cape Town. In these projects the artistic
process is employed to generate ‘praxical knowledge’ in the student body about socially relevant issues like HIV-AIDS, Gender-
Based Violence (GBV) and sexual identity, specifically LGBTQI. The combination of lectures, group discussions and the creative
process has been a very successful way to disseminate information amongst the student population. Evidence of the project’s
success will be provided by referencing interviews, focus groups as well as surveys done with the participants. This paper will
conclude by arguing for the positive role of practice-led research in developing a socially conscious public.
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