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Abstract : Timber vernacular houses in Malaysia are unique heritage buildings which can be identified through their designs,
structure, architectural elements and ornamentations. Woodcarvings are common forms of ornamentations and decorations in
Traditional Malay Houses and they can be found throughout Malaysia including in Negeri Sembilan. As a multi-cultural, multi-
racial, and multi-religion state which uniquely practices the matrilineal social system, Negeri Sembilan has a strong connection
to its’ history and heritage and in particular the distinctive vernacular architecture. The purpose of this paper is to underline
the factors that influence the woodcarvings in Traditional Malay Houses in Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia. The houses studied
were from the archives of  measured drawings in Center of  Built  Environment in the Malay World (KALAM),  Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia (UTM). The findings indicated several factors influencing the woodcarver’s works and also the applications
of the woodcarvings such as religious factors, cultural factors and political factors. These factors among several other shows
that woodcarvings were predetermined before being carved and that they were not just merely placed without reason but are
functioning pieces of aesthetic ornamentation.
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