
Sustainable Urbanism: Model for Social Equity through Sustainable
Development

Authors : Ruchira Das
Abstract  :  The  major  Metropolises  of  India  are  resultant  of  Colonial  manifestation  of  Production,  Consumption  and
Sustenance. These cities grew, survived, and sustained on the basic whims of Colonial Power and Administrative Agendas.
They were symbols of power, authority and administration. Within them some Colonial Towns remained as small towns within
the close vicinity  of  the major  metropolises  and functioned as  self–sufficient  units  until  peripheral  development due to
tremendous pressure occurred in the metropolises. After independence huge expansion in Judiciary and Administration system
resulted City Oriented Employment. A large number of people started residing within the city or within commutable distance of
the city and it accelerated expansion of the cities. Since then Budgetary and Planning expenditure brought a new pace in
Economic Activities. Investment in Industry and Agriculture sector generated opportunity of employment which further led
towards urbanization.  After  two decades of  Budgetary  and Planning economic activities  in  India,  a  new era started in
metropolitan expansion. Four major metropolises started further expansion rapidly towards its suburbs. A concept of large
Metropolitan Area developed. Cities became nucleus of suburbs and rural areas. In most of the cases such expansion was not
favorable  to  the  relationship  between  City  and  its  hinterland  due  to  absence  of  visualization  of  Compact  Sustainable
Development. The search for solutions needs to weigh the choices between Rural and Urban based development initiatives.
Policymakers need to focus on areas which will give the greatest impact. The impact of development initiatives will spread the
significant  benefit  to  all.  There  is  an  assumption  that  development  integrates  Economic,  Social  and  Environmental
considerations  with  equal  weighing.  The  traditional  narrower  and  almost  exclusive  focus  on  economic  criteria  as  the
determinant of the level of development is thus re–described and expanded. The Social and Environmental aspects are equally
important as Economic aspect to achieve Sustainable Development. The arrangement of opportunities for Public, Semi – Public
facilities for its citizen is very much relevant to development. It is responsibility of the administration to provide opportunities
for the basic requirement of its inhabitants. Development should be in terms of both Industrial and Agricultural to maintain a
balance between city and its hinterland. Thus, policy is to formulate shifting the emphasis away from Economic growth towards
Sustainable Human Development. The goal of Policymaker should aim at creating environments in which people’s capabilities
can be enhanced by the effective dynamic and adaptable policy. The poverty could not be eradicated simply by increasing
income. The improvement of the condition of the people would have to lead to an expansion of basic human capabilities. In this
scenario  the  suburbs/rural  areas  are  considered as  environmental  burden to  the  metropolises.  A  new living has  to  be
encouraged in  the suburban or  rural.  We tend to  segregate  agriculture  from the city  and city  life,  this  leads  to  over
consumption,  but this  urbanism model  attempts both these to co–exists and hence create an interesting overlapping of
production and consumption network towards sustainable Rurbanism.
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