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Abstract : Energy security problems in Lithuania are analyzed on a regular basis; however, there is no comprehensive
research on the very issue of the concept of public energy security. There is a lack of attention not only to social determinants
of perception of energy security, but also a lack of a deeper analysis of the public opinion. This article aims to research the
Lithuanian public perception of energy security. Complex tasks were set during the sociological study. Survey questionnaire
consisted of different sets of questions: view of energy security (risk perception, political orientation, and energy security;
comprehensiveness and energy security); view of energy risks and threats (perception of energy safety factors; individual
dependence and burden; disobedience and risk); view of the activity of responsible institutions (energy policy assessment;
confidence in institutions and energy security), demographic issues. In this article, we will focus on two aspects: a) We will
analyze public opinion on the most important aspects of energy security and social factors influencing them; The hypothesis is
made that public perception of energy security is related to value orientations: b) We will analyze how public opinion on energy
policy executed by the government and confidence in the government are intertwined with the concept of energy security. Data
of the survey, conducted on May 10-19 and June 7-17, 2013, when Seimas and the government consisted of the coalition
dominated by Social Democrats with Labor, Order and Justice Parties and the Electoral Action of Poles, were used in this
article. It is important to note that the survey was conducted prior to Russia’s occupation of the Crimea.
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