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Abstract : Turkish language with many dialects is native or official language of great number of people all around the world.
The Qashqaie dialect of Turkish language is spoken by the Qashqaie tribe mostly scattered in the southern part of Iran. This
paper aims at analyzing the tense system of this dialect to detect the type and number of tense and aspects available to its
speakers. To collect a reliable data, a group of 50 old native speakers were randomly chosen as the informants and different
techniques such as; Shuy et al interviews, selective listening ,and eavesdropping were used. The results of data analysis
showed that the tense system in the Qashqaie dialect of Turkish language includes 3 absolute tenses , 6 aspectual , and 2
subjunctive ones. The interesting part of the study is that Qashqaie dialect enables its speakers to make a kind of aspectual
opposition through verb structure which seems to be almost impossible through verb forms in any other nonturkish languages.
For example in the following examples sentences 1 &2 and 3&4 have the same translation In English although they are
different in both meaning and structure. 1. Ali ensha yazirdi. 2. Ali ensha yazirmush. (Ali was writing a composition.) 3. Ali
yadmishdi. 4. Ali yadmishimish. ( Ali had slept.) The changes in the verb structure in Qashqaie dialect enables its speakers to
say that whether the doer of the action remembers the process of doing the action or not. So, it presents a new aspectual
opposition as Observed /nonobserved. The research findings reveal many other regularities and linguistic features that can be
useful for linguists interested in Turkish in general and for those interested in tense and aspect and also they can be helpful for
different pedagogical purposes including teaching and translating.
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