
Developmental Trends on Initial Letter Fluency in Typically Developing
Children

Authors : Sunila John, B. Rajashekhar
Abstract : Initial letter fluency tasks are one of the simple behavioral measures to evaluate the complex nature of word
retrieval ability. This task requires the participant to retrieve as many words as possible beginning with a particular letter in a
fixed time frame. Though the task of verbal fluency is popular among adult clinical conditions, its role in children has been less
emphasized. There exists a lack of in-depth understanding of processes underlying verbal fluency performance in typically
developing children. The present study, therefore, aims to delineate the developmental trend on initial letter fluency task
observed in  typically  developing Malayalam speaking children.  The participants  were aged between 5 to  10 years  and
categorized into three groups: Group I (class I and II, mean (SD) age years: 6.44(.78)), Group II (class III and IV, mean (SD) age
years: 8.59 (.83)) and group III (class V and VI, mean (SD) age years: 10.28 (.80). On two tasks of initial letter fluency, the
verbal  fluency outcome measures were analyzed.  The study findings revealed a distinct  pattern of  initial  letter  fluency
development which may enhance its usefulness in clinical and research settings.
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