
The Role of Coaching in Fostering Entrepreneurial Intention among
Graduate Students in Tunisia

Authors : Abdellatif Amouri, Sami Boudabbous
Abstract : The current study provides insights on the importance of entrepreneurial coaching as a source of developing
entrepreneurial intentions among entrepreneurs and a determinant factor of business creation process and growth. Coaching,
which implies exchange of adequate information and a mutual understanding between entrepreneurs and their partners,
requires a better mutual knowledge of the representations and the perceptions of ideas which are widely present in their
dealings and transactions. Therefore, to analyze entrepreneurs’ perceptions of business creation, we addressed a survey
questionnaire to a group of  Tunisian entrepreneurs and experts in business creation to indicate their  level  of  approval
concerning the prominence of coaching. The factor analysis indicates that more than 60% of the respondents believe that each
statement reflects an aspect of coaching, with no bias to its position in the entrepreneurial process. Therefore, the image
drawn  from  our  respondents’  perceptions  is  that  an  entrepreneur  is  rather  "constructed"  and  "shaped"  by  multiple
apprenticeships both before and during the entrepreneurial act, through an accompaniment process and within interactions
with trainers, consultants or professionals in starting a business. Similarly, the results indicate that the poor support structures
and lack of accompaniment procedures stand as an obstacle impeding the development of entrepreneurial intention among
business creators.
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