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Abstract : This present study explored the acculturation strategies and urban related identity of Turk and Kurd internal
migrants from different regions of Turkey who resettled in three big cities in the west. Besides we aimed at a comparative
analysis of acculturation strategies and urban-related identity of voluntary and internally displaced Kurd migrants. Particularly
we explored the role of migration type, satisfaction with migration decision, urban-related identity and several socio
demographic variables as predictors of Kurds’ integration strategy preference. The sample consisted of 412 adult participants
from Izmir (64 females, 86 males); Ankara (76 females, 75 males); and Istanbul (43 females, 64 males and four unreported). In
terms of acculturation strategies, assimilation was found to be the most preferred acculturation attitude among Turks whereas
separation was found to be most endorsed acculturation attitude among Kurds. The migrants in Izmir were found to prefer
assimilation whereas the migrants in Ankara prefer separation. Concerning urban-related identity mean scores, Turks reported
higher urban-related identity scores than Kurds. Furthermore the internal migrants in Izmir were found to score higher in
urban-related identity than the migrants living in Istanbul and Ankara. The results of the regression analysis revealed that
gender, length of residence and migration type were the significant predictors of integration preference of Kurds. Thus,
whereas gender and migration type had significant negative associations; length of residence had positive significant
associations with Kurds integration preference. Compared to female Kurds, male Kurds were found to be more integrated.
Furthermore, voluntary Kurd migrants were more favour of integration than internally displaced Kurds. The findings supported
the significant associations between acculturation strategies and urban-related identity with either group.
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