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Abstract : The two qualities of the sea, as a medium of transportation and as a resource, necessitate maritime security for
economic stability and good order at sea. The borderless nature of the sea makes it one of the best platforms to contribute to
regional peace and international order. For this reason, the establishment of maritime security in East Mediterranean will
enhance the security-peace-democracy triangle in the region. This paper proposes the application of the Smart Security
Concept in the East Mediterranean. Smart Security aims to secure critical infrastructure, such as hydrocarbon platforms,
against asymmetrical threats. The concept is based on Anti Asymmetrical Area Denial (A3D) which necessitates limiting
freedom of  action  of  maritime terrorists  and piracy  by  founding  safe  and secure  maritime areas  through sea  lines  of
communication using short range capabilities. Smart Security is a regional maritime cooperation concept for the narrow seas.
Cooperation and interoperability are essential attributes of this regional security concept. Therefore, multinational excellence
centers  such as  Multinational  Maritime Security  Center  of  Excellence-Aksaz in  Turkey,  which will  determine necessary
capabilities and plan/coordinate workshops, training and exercises, are bound to be the principal characteristic of Smart
Security concept and similar regional concepts. Smart Security, a crucial enabler of energy and regional security, can provide
an enduring approach for operating in the challenging environment of narrow seas and for countering asymmetrical threats.
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