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Abstract : There has been a great deal of research in the past few decades examining attitudes toward homosexuals.Theoretic
research  has  demonstrated  that  antihomosexual  attitudes  are  expressed  in  cognitive,  affective,  behavioral  and  cultural
components. Homophobia is generally defined as hostility towards or fear of LGBTI people, but can also refer to social and
cultural ideologies which stigmatize homosexuality. Negative feelings or attitudes towards non-heterosexual behavior, identity,
relationships and community can lead to homophobic behavior and is the root of the discrimination experienced by many
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBTI) people. Since the increase in number of hate crimes during the last decade,
there has been a sense of urgency to respond to the problem of hate violence in Turkey. The LGBTI Rights Association KAOS-
GL indicated that the most of lesbian, gay, bisexual, travesty and transsexuals reported some form of victimization in their
lifetimes based on their sexual orientation in Turkey. This study explored the relations between homophobia, right-wing
authoritarianism, social dominance orientation and just world belief attitudes towards LGBTI individuals in a sample of 393
Turkish college students  from Ege University  in  Izmir,  Turkey.  Data were collected with a  questionnaire  including the
Homosexism Scale, the Right-Wing Authoritarianism Scale, Social Dominance Orientation Scale and Just World Belief Scale.
Participants completed a questionnaire containing the attitude measures and other several questions related with the socio-
demographic variables. Consistent with the previous finding males were more homophobic than females. Contrary to this
finding the main effects of other demographic variables (age, income, place of birth, class) were not statistically significant
except the department of participants. These findings imply that efforts to garner wide-ranging support for policies designed to
change negative attitudes to LGBT people and to enhance the given awareness on homophobia. The results of the study were
discussed in cross-cultural and social psychological perspective considering cultural and social values of Turkey and current
political circumstances of the country.
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