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Abstract : Livestock sector contributes around 55.9 and 11.8% to agriculture and GDP respectively, according to economic
survey of Pakistan 2013-2014. The goats population has been estimated about 66.6 million (M). Parasitic infestation is a major
health problem in goats causing loss in body weight, poor body condition, low birth weights, and difficulty in kidding. Keeping
in view the utilization of these animals in the country, a pilot epidemiological survey was conducted to find out the major
parasitic problems of goats in and around Derawar fort area, Cholistan. Data regarding 662 fecal samples of goats was
collected from 25 tobas of Cholistan during June 2012 to June 2013. All the fecal samples were examined through Direct Smear
Method and Salt Flotation Technique for the presence of helminth eggs. External parasites were taken from the various
components of the carcass of goat and were conserved in 70% alcohol in hygienic, properly enclosed glass jars that were
tagged thoroughly. The collected date was analyzed statistically by Chi-square test to find out the prevalence in goats. Out of
662 goats,  261 (39.42%) were found positive for parasites.  233 (35.20%) goats were found positive for gastrointestinal
parasites while 28 (4.23%) were positive for external parasites including ticks 20 (3.02%) and mange 8 (1.21%). The higher
prevalence of parasites in the study area may be due to pasture grazing, poor management and lack of extension work. In this
regards proper management and control measures should be adopted to minimize the Parasitic Problems.
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