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Abstract : Institutional Repositories (IR) are complex constructs that depend on political, cultural and technological aspects.
Because IRs are a mirror of the organization's intellectual production, their main function is to make that production available
worldwide, and also to consider its long term preservation. To this end, there is a need to define clearly the digital preservation
policies supported by political decisions. There are several guidelines about the definition of digital preservation policies
focusing in different themes from preservation planning to rights and restriction management, sustainability planning, etc., but
this work aims to verify the implementation of digital preservation policies on the Institutional Repositories of the Federal
Universities of Brazil. The methodology used was to check the information available on the websites of the IRs selected against
two fields of the OpenDOAR, policies and OpenDOAR ID, to verify the existence of digital preservation policies. For this
purpose a sample of the 21 of the 25 IRs registered at the Directory of Open Access Repositories (DOAR) was used, which is
about 1/3 rd of the total of the brazilian universities. The 4 IRs that presented no information by the OpenDOAR team were
desconsidered. The main conclusion is that most of the IRs of these universities have no polices clearly stated or no policies at
all, and that there is a need to include these concerns at the top level management of IRs. The number of initiatives in digital
preservation policies around the world stress the need of awareness of its importance in Brazil and requires measures to raise
this awareness.
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