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Abstract : Research studies affirm the view that gifted pupils are endowed with unique personality traits, enabling them to
study at higher levels of thinking, at a faster pace, and with a greater degree of autonomy than their average counterparts. The
focus of this study was whether high school gifted pupils are capable of studying an advanced level curriculum on their own by
employing self-regulated learning (SRL) strategies. To be self-regulated, pupils are required to be metacognitively,
motivationally, and behaviourally active participants in their own learning processes so that they are able to initiate and direct
their personal curriculum efforts to acquire cognitive skills and knowledge, instead of being solely reliant on their teachers.
Researchers working with gifted populations concede that limited studies have been conducted thus far to examine gifted
pupils’ expertise in using SRL strategies to assume ownership of their learning. In order to conduct this investigation, an
enriched module in Accounting for specifically gifted grade eleven pupils was developed, incorporating advanced level content,
and use was made of the Post-test-Only Control Group Design to accomplish this research objective. The results emanating
from this empirical study strongly suggest that SRL strategies can be employed to overcome a narrow, rigid approach that
limits the education of gifted pupils in the regular classroom of the high school. SRL can meaningfully offer an alternative way
to implement an advanced level curriculum for the gifted in the mainstream of education. This can be achieved despite the
limitations of differentiation in the regular classroom.
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