
Information in Public Domain: How Far It Measures Government's
Accountability

Authors : Sandip Mitra
Abstract : Studies on Governance and Accountability has often stressed the need to release Data in public domain to increase
transparency ,which otherwise act as an evidence of performance. However, inefficient handling, lack of capacity and the
dynamics of transfers (especially fund transfers) are important issues which need appropriate attention. E-Governance alone
can not serve as a measure of transparency as long as a comprehensive planning is instituted. Studies on Governance and
public exposure has often triggered public opinion in favour or against any government. The root of the problem (especially in
local  governments)  lies in the management of  the governance.  The participation of  the people in the local  government
functioning,  the  networks  within  and  outside  the  locality,  synergy  with  various  layers  of  Government  are  crucial  in
understanding the activities of any government. Unfortunately, data on such issues are not released in the public domain .If
they are at all released , the extraction of information is often hindered for complicated designs. A Study has been undertaken
with a few local Governments in India. The data has been analysed to substantiate the views.
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