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Abstract : Introduction: Online smoking prevention programs became popular in the last time. In order to extend the use of
such programs, existing applications can be adapted and translated in the native languages of the target groups. It is the first
time that in Romania such a software was implemented. Our goal was to provide a computer-aided intervention with attractive
content  targeting high school  students  who are  familiar  with  information and communication technology.  Material  and
methods: ASPIRA is the Romanian/Hungarian adapted version of a smoking prevention program created in USA. Prior to apply
the questionnaire and ASPIRA online program which contains five modules that include tests, videos and interactive games, the
program was tested in some IT laboratories on a group of schoolchildren and students. The pilot study questionnaires were
completed considering the opinions of young people and the functionality of the software. Results: Above 90% of participants
reported a good or very good impression about the ASPIRA program. Only a small minority found that the program included
some parts which were too long or reported the existence of any technical problems regarding the functionality of the software.
76% of the participants had little or very little difficulty in understanding the messages presented by the English speaking
characters. Only 7.5% of the participants thought that the program included content that was not appropriate for the local
culture. Conclusions: The vast majority of students reported favorite impressions about ASPIRA online program. High school
students and boys were more critical. Language and cultural barriers did not have the potential to reduce in a significant
manner the effectiveness of the tested program.
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