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Abstract : Developing communities accommodating institutions of Higher Education (HE) often have no capacity to pay for HE
and so do not contribute values and do not participate in Quality Assurance. Only governments, academia, employers and
professional organisations determine values, QA and curricula in HE. A gap between the values in HE and those desirable in
local communities and environments leads to erroneous conceptions of the purposes of HE, and to graduates who hardly fit
into those local communities. Unemployment and under-utilization of local resources are thus expected. As a way to improve
and  make  HE more  relevant  for  local  communities  and  environment,  public  perceptions,  values  and  needs  should  be
researched and HE courses should relate with local values and environments. Communities should participate in QA.
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