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Abstract : Conflict is one of the defining features of human societies. Often, the use or misuse of language in interaction is the
genesis of conflict. As such, it is expected that when people use language they do so in socially determined ways and with
almost predictable social effects. The objective of this paper was to examine the interest at work as manifested in language
choice and collocations in conflict discourse. It also scrutinized the implications of linguistic features in conflict discourse as it
concerns ideology and power relations in political discourse in Nigeria. The methodology used for this paper is an approach
from Critical discourse analysis because of its multidisciplinary model of analysis, linguistic features and its implications were
analysed. The datum used is a text from the Sunday Sun Newspaper in Nigeria, West Africa titled Akunyili Memo: State of the
Nation. Some of the findings include; different ideologies are inherent in conflict discourse, there is the presence of power
relations being produced, exercised, maintained and produced throughout the discourse and the use of pronouns in conflict
discourse is valuable because it is used to initiate and maintain relationships in social context. This paper has provided
evidence that, taking into consideration the nature of the social actions and the way these activities are translated into
languages,  the meanings people convey by their  words are identified by their  immediate social,  political  and historical
conditions.
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