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Abstract : This paper discusses and analyses a small portion of the literature that has been reviewed for research work in
Distance Education (DE) pedagogies that I am currently undertaking. It begins by presenting a brief overview of Taylor's
(2001) five-generation models of Distance Education. The focus of the discussion will be on the 5th generation, Intelligent
Flexible Learning Model. For this generation, educational and other institutions make portal access and interactive multi-media
(IMM) an integral part of their operations. The paper then takes a brief look at current trends in technologies – for example
smart-watch wearable technology such as Apple Watch. The emergent trends in technologies carry many new features. These
are compared to former DE generational features. Also compared is the time span that has elapsed between the generations
that  are  referred  to  in  Taylor's  model.  This  paper  is  a  work  in  progress.  The  paper  therefore  welcome new insights,
comparisons and critique of the issues discussed.
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