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Abstract : Contemporary ethicists and writers on leadership, in their quest to address the problem of leadership crisis in
Nigeria, have identified the absence of practical prudence -which manifests in variables such as corruption, ethnicity and
greed- as one of the major factors which breeds leadership crises. These variables are further fuelled by the lack of a consistent
theory of leadership among scholars that could guide the pertinent actions of political leaders, hence the rising cases of
leadership crises in the country. The theoretical framework that guides this study emanates from Aristotle’s notion of prudence
as contained in the Nicomachean Ethics, which states that prudence is a central moral resource for political leaders. The
method of conceptual analysis shall be used to clarify the concepts of virtue, prudence and leadership. The traditional method
of critical analysis and the reconstructive method of ideas in philosophy are used to conceptually and contextually analyze all
relevant texts and archival materials in the subject areas of this study. The study identifies a high degree of ideological bias
and logical inconsistencies inherent in the theories of leadership proposed by the realist and the moralist schools of thought.
The conflicting ideologies regarding what political leadership should be among scholars of leadership is identified as one of the
major factors militating against ascertaining a practicable theory of leadership, which has the capacity to guide the pertinent
actions of political leaders all over the world. This paper therefore identifies the absence of practical prudence, ‘wisdom’, as
the major factor associated with leadership crises in Nigeria. We therefore argue that only prudent leaders will have the
capacity to identify salient aspects of political situations which leaders have obligations to consider before making political
decisions. Seven frameworks were prescribed from Aristotle’s Notion of prudence to strengthen this position, they include:
Disciplined reason and openness to experience; Foresight and attention to the long term, among others. We submit that
leadership devoid of crisis can be attained through the application of the virtue of prudence. Where this theory is adopted, it
should eliminate further leadership crises in Nigeria.
Keywords : Aristotle, leadership crisis, political leadership, prudence
Conference Title : ICLM 2015 : International Conference on Leadership and Management
Conference Location : Tokyo, Japan
Conference Dates : May 28-29, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:9, No:05, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
05

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

37
85

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(05) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/23785.pdf

