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Abstract : Objective: Rheumatic disease is a chronic disease that causes pain, stiffness, swelling and limited motion and
function of many joints. RA is the most common form of autoimmune arthritis, affecting more than 1.3 million Americans. Of
these, about 75% are women. Materials and Methods: This study was formed due to the misconception about ANA test, which
is frequently performed with methods based upon solid phase as ELISA. This experiment was conducted on 430 patients, with
clinical symptoms that are likely affected with rheumatic diseases, simultaneously by means of ANA and FANA. Results: 36
cases (8.37%) of patients, despite positive ANA, have demonstrated negative results via Indirect Immunofluorescence Assay
(IIFA), (false positive). 116 cases (27%) have demonstrated negative ANA results, by means of the ELISA technique, although
they had positive IIFA results. Conclusion: Other advantages of IIFA are antibody titration and specific pattern detection that
have the capability of distinguishing positive dsDNA results. According to the restrictions and false negative cases, in patients,
IIFA test is highly recommended for these disease's diagnosis.
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