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Abstract :  Many interventions for social  skills  acquisition aim to decrease the gap between social  skills  deficits in the
individual and normative social skills; nevertheless little is known of typical social skills according to age difference in students.
In this study, we developed new quintet of Hokkaido Social Skills Inventory (HSSI) in order to identify age-appropriate social
skills for school adaptation. First, we selected 13 categories of social skills for school adaptation from previous studies, and
created questionnaire items through discussion by 25 teachers in all three levels from elementary schools to senior high
schools. Second, the factor structures of five versions of the social skills scale were investigated on 2nd grade (n = 1,864), 4th
grade (n = 1,936), 6th grade (n = 2,085), 7th grade (n = 2,007), and 10th grade (n = 912) students, respectively. The
exploratory factor analysis showed that a number of constructing factors of social skills increased as one’s grade in school
advanced. The results in the present study can be useful to characterize the age-appropriate social skills for school adaptation.
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