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Abstract : Human trafficking is considered a form of slavery in modern day era and a gross violation of human rights and one
of the most organized crimes of the day transcending cultures, geography and time. Human trafficking is a highly complex
phenomenon involving many actors like victims, survivors, their families, communities and third parties that recruit, transport
and exploit the trafficked victims. It takes different forms such as child trafficking, trafficking for labour, trafficking for sexual
exploitation, trafficking for organ transplantation etc. and affects virtually every corner of the world. This research draws on a
variety  of  sources,  including  books,  articles,  journals,  newspaper  reports,  human  rights  reports,  online  materials  and
interviews. In India, particularly the North East region, the issue of human trafficking has become a concern regionally,
nationally and internationally. The focus of this paper is on the North Eastern part of India as it is a socially and economically
backward region of the country which makes women and children susceptible to trafficking. Women and children from these
regions are trafficked within and outside the state. Therefore, the paper seeks to explore the issue of human trafficking,
especially trafficking of women and children in North East India, which receives insufficient attention in literature. The paper
seeks to analyze and understand the trend and patterns of trafficking and the mechanisms that reinforces the process and
perpetuates the phenomenon of trafficking considering the nature and scope of the problem. The paper also analyzes the anti-
trafficking laws initiated by India and the North East states in particular for combating human trafficking in North East India.
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