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Abstract : Many scholars suggest that waterfront development projects have an all round impact on cities. However, their
research stops short of considering the perception of local residents, of what they think about the impact of such developments
and the kind of waterfront development which they would prefer to support. Therefore, this paper attempts to address this
imbalance in the literature by analysing a survey of residents' perceptions of such developments. The paper discusses the issue
in the Indian context by considering Sabarmati Riverfront Development Project (SRFD) of Ahmadabad. It gives an overview of
the project components of the SRFD; discusses its development issues and concerns associated with it. It further examines the
structural  relationship  between  socio-economic  and  demographic  attributes  of  local  residents  and  their  attitudes  and
perception towards the economic impact  of  such developments.  The study suggests  that  the economic component  that
riverfront development will attract more investment in their community and that riverfront development will increase real
estate tax revenue emerged as strong components. While the economic component of substantial premiums to developers, land
owners and local government and the other of cost of developing riverfront facilities are too much of a burden on government
and public sector agencies appear to be weaker economic components of the perceived economic impacts of urban riverfront
development. This paper also gives an overview of the urban waterfront development in the global scenario. It highlights the
need to consider residents perception in the development of such projects.
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