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Abstract : This is a national community-based project to evaluate the effectiveness of HBV vaccination program in prevention
of infection. HBV markers were tested in the sera of 3600 vaccinated children. Infected children were followed up for 1 year.
Prevalence of HBV infection was 0.39 % (0.28% positive for anti-HBc, 0.03% positive for HBsAg and 0.08% positive for both).
One year later, 50% of positive anti-HBc children turned negative with sustained positivity for positive HBsAg cases. HBV
infection was significantly higher at age above 9 years (0.6%) compared to 0.2% at age 3-9 years and 0% at younger age (P <
0.05). Logistic analysis revealed that predictors for HBV infection were history of blood transfusion, regular medical injection,
and family history of  either HBV infection or drug abuse (adjusted odds ratios 6.2,  5.6,  7.6 & 19.1 respectively).  HBV
vaccination program produced adequate protection. Adherence to infection control measures and safe blood transfusion are
recommended.
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