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Abstract : HIV/AIDS epidemic is in its third decade and has become a virulent disease that threatens the world population.
Many countless efforts had been made yet this has become a social and developmental concern. According to UNAIDS 2013
Report, In India around 2.4 million people are currently living with HIV and third in the infection rate. As every country is
facing this health issue, this has become a social and developmental concern for India. In country like India, open discussion on
sex and sexuality is not possible due to its conventional culture. Educational institution like schools and colleges can create
awareness on sex education, life skill education, information on HIV and STD which is lacking. It is very clear that preventive
knowledge remains low and this leads to increase in the HIV/AIDS infection rate. HIV/AIDS is a disease which is not curable
but preventable, keeping this in mind religious leaders of various have come forward in addressing the issue of HIV/AIDS using
various social strategies. The study has been focused on three main India religious teachings Hinduism, Christianity and Islam
in addressing the issue of HIV/AIDS and its possible intervention in dealing with HIV/AIDS prevention. The study is important
because it highlights the health issues, stigma discrimination, psychological disturbances and insecurity faced by the infected
and affected persons. Therefore, this study privileges the role of religious leadership in the efforts and processes of preventing
HIV/AIDS, caring and providing support to People living with HIV/AIDS and argues that intervention of religious leadership is
an effective measure to confront many of the barriers associated with HIV/AIDS.

Keywords : HIV and AIDS, STDs, religion and religious organisation

Conference Title : ICHA 2015 : International Conference on HIV and AIDS

Conference Location : London, United Kingdom

Conference Dates : May 25-26, 2015

Open Science Index, Medical and Health Sciences Vol:9, No:05, 2015 publications.waset.org/abstracts/23493.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(05) 2015 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/23493.pdf

