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Abstract : Folliculitis decalvans is a rare inflammatory scalp disorder. This paper gives an update to patient management and
treatment modalities. Folliculitis decalvans is classified as primary neutrophilic cicatricial alopecia and predominantly occurs
in middle-aged adults. The cause of folliculitis decalvans (FD) remains unknown. Staphylococcus aureus and a deficient host
immune response seem to play an important role in the development of this disfiguring scalp disease. Lesions occur mainly in
the vertex and occipital area. Clinically, the lesions present with follicular pustules, lack of ostia, diffuse and perifollicular
erythema, follicular tufting, and, oftentimes, hemorrhagic crusts and erosions. Histology displays a mainly neutrophilic
inflammatory infiltrate in early lesions and additionally lymphocytes and plasma cells in advanced lesions. Treatment is focused
on the eradication of S. aureus and anti-inflammatory agents. Although the etiology of FD is unclear, S. aureus is almost always
isolated from affected areas, and eradication is an important part of therapeutic management, in combination with systemic
and/or topical anti-inflammatory treatment.
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