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Abstract : French Curricula across the US have recently suffered low enrollment and have experienced difficulties with
retention, thus resulting in fewer students minoring and majoring in French and enrolling in upper-level classes. Successful
undergraduate programs offer French courses with a strong cultural and interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary component. The
World Language Curriculum in liberal arts colleges in America needs to take into account the cultural aspects of the language
and encourage students to think critically about the country or countries they are studying. Limiting the critical inquiry to
language or literature narrowly defined provides and incomplete and stagnant picture of France and the Francophone world in
today's global community. This essay discusses the creation and implementation of a hybrid interdisciplinary L1/L2 course
titled "Topics in Francophone Cinema" (subtitle "Francophone Women on Screen and Behind the Camera"). Content-based
interdisciplinary courses undoubtedly increase the profile of French and Francophone cultural Studies by introducing students
of other disciplines to fundamental questions relating to the French and Francophone cultures (in this case, women's rights in
the Francophone world). At the same time, this study determines that through targeted reading and writing assignments,
sustained aural  exposure  to  L2 through film,and student  participation  in  a  one-credit  supplementary  weekly  practicum
(creative  film  writing  workshop),  significant  advances  in  L2  competence  are  achieved  with  students'  oral  and  written
production levels evolving from Advanced Low to Advanced-mid, as defined by the ACFL guidelines. Use of differentiated
assessment methods for L1/L2 and student learning outcomes for both groups will also be addressed.
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