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Abstract : This paper aims to highlight reasons beyond the prevalence of “culture of corruption” amongst Libyans. One of the
most prominent reason for the Libyan revolution in February 2011 was the pervasiveness of corruption. Corruption in Libya
remained a significant problem despite harsh legislation and a robust anti-corruption discourse undertaken by the previous
regime. The long-standing political corruption in Libya has offered ample opportunity for the evolution of a structure of
negative values and morals. This has formed what is termed as a “culture of corruption”, which has induced people to accept
and justify corrupt behaviour. The paper is a part of a study concerns the phenomenon of political alienation in Libya which
was based on a survey conducted in 2001 in the city of Benghazi. The finding shows that abuse of power looms large within all
activities.  Embezzlement and misuse of public funds for personal enrichment is thought to be rife within public bodies,
institutions, companies, factories, banks and enterprises owned entirely or partially by the state.
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