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Abstract : Building on social identity approach, we tested the impact of social categorization and comparison in the
psychosocial process by which social entrepreneurs define their group identity. Specifically, we address how both
differentiation and assimilation processes are set of in the context of constructing a novel, distinctive and socially salient -
social entrepreneurs. As part of a larger research line, a quasi-experimental study with Social and Business Entrepreneurs, as
well as “Lay People” provided evidence consistent with our predictions: (1) Social Entrepreneurs, in contrast with Lay People
and Business Entrepreneurs, value more strongly social identity than personal identity, and the later is the only group that
values Personal Differentiation; (2) unlike Entrepreneurs, Social Entrepreneurs display an ingroup bias across group
evaluations; (3) Lay People, display a self-serving bias, although, overall, they allocate a more positive image to the target
groups; (4) combining own vs. others evaluations across all groups, Social Entrepreneurs receive the more positive value. From
the standpoint of social identity and self-categorization theories and their approach to group process, we discuss the processes
of intergroup comparison and differentiation as core processes in the construction of a positive social identity. We illustrate it
within the context of social entrepreneurship, a political and social “wave” that flows across Europe at this time.
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