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Abstract : Rebellions are driven by several incentives. They do not often occur because of historical grievances or political
exclusion. They can be driven by the desire to control over natural resources, or by both. In the case of the Islamic State (ISIL),
greed and grievance are both drive this radical group to operate in Iraq and Syria. This article aims to show that grievance was
the trigger to the emergence of ISIL. It also aims to demonstrate that ISIL is using oil as a tool, to implements its political ends,
than a purpose per se. In other words, the emergence of ISIL is based on socio-political conditions, which are domestically
driven, and oil is not ISIL’s aim but a source of revenue to finance its activities. This paper applies conflict analysis
methodology to analyse the conflict in Iraq and Syria, with a specific highlight to ISIL. By doing so, it gives ahistorical
background on emergence of ISIL. It also provides an insightful explanation on the main dynamics and the tactics this
organisation applies. It also delivers a sufficient explanation on how it recruits its members, both local and international. It
concludes that tackling ISIL needs a more sophisticated approach than the one Obama administration has adopted. It is more a
political issue to be tackled by political means, than a military one to be tackled by military means. The current war is an Intra-
Sunni war, and therefore, Sunni states have to be on board to crackdown ISIL. Besides, the article finishes with the argument
that democratisation is not necessarily the key answer to bring stability to the region, but a sort of governance that provides
security and material needs to individuals.
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