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Abstract : The considerable recent urbanization has increasingly sharpened environmental and social problems all over the
world. During the recent years, many answers to the alarming attitudes in modern cities have emerged: a drastic reduction in
the rate of growth is becoming essential for future generations and small scale economies are considered more adaptive and
sustainable. According to the concept of degrowth, cities should consider surpassing the centralization of urban living by
redefining the relationship between rural and urban knowledge; growing food in cities fundamentally contributes to the
increase of social and ecological resilience. Through an innovative approach, this research combines the benefits of urban
agriculture (increase of biological diversity, shorter and thus more efficient supply chains, food security) and temporary land
use. They stimulate collaborative practices to satisfy the changing needs of communities and stakeholders. The concept
proposes a coherent strategy to create a sustainable development of urban spaces, introducing a productive green-network to
link specific areas in the city. By shifting the current relationship between architecture and landscape, the former process of
ground consumption is deeply revised. Temporary modules can be used as concrete tools to create temporal areas of
innovation, transforming vacant or marginal spaces into potential laboratories for the development of the city. The only
permanent ground traces, such as foundations, are minimized in order to allow future land re-use. The aim is to describe a new
mindset regarding the quality of space in the metropolis which allows, in a completely flexible way, to bring back the green and
the urban farming into the cities. The wide possibilities of the research are analyzed in two different case-studies. The first is a
regeneration/connection project designated for social housing, the second concerns the use of temporary modules to answer to
the potential needs of social structures. The intention of the productive green-network is to link the different vacant spaces to
each other as well as to the entire urban fabric. This also generates a potential improvement of the current situation of
underprivileged and disadvantaged persons.
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