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Abstract : The paper explained the causes low students’ access to university education in Nigeria and how it can be remedied.
It is discovered that low students’ access to university education in Nigeria is evident despite these number of universities in
the country. In 2006/2007 academic session, 806,089 sat for Joint Unified Matriculation Board Examination (JAMB) into
Nigerian universities  and only  123,626 (15.3%) were admitted while  2011/2012 academic  session,  a  total  of  1,493,604
candidates sat for Joint Unified Matriculation Board Examination (JAMB) into Nigerian universities and only 65,073 (43.57%)
were admitted. This necessitates for the research. Therefore, the study posed the following research questions. What are
causes of low students’ access to university education in Nigeria? What are the challenges of students’ access to university
education in Nigeria? How can students’ access to university education in Nigeria be improved? Sample survey research
design was adopted for the study. A structured questionnaire was used to gather data for the study. Six hundred and eighty
(680)  respondents  which comprised of  100 level  university  students;  JAMB Officers  and University  administrators  (Vice
Chancellors, Registrars and Admission Officers) were used for the study. Stratified random sampling was applied for adequate
representation of respondents from universities in the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria. Mean was used to answer research
questions while Kuder-Richardson formula 20 was used to check the internal consistency of the instrument. The correlation
coefficient of the instrument was 0.87. The major findings include the carrying capacity of each university contributes to low
students’ access to university education and academic staff were inadequate. From the analysis of the study, it is concluded
that the rate of access to university education is low, therefore, every university should establish distance learning programme
to reduce university admission crisis. The training infrastructure in the universities should be improved upon by the owners to
increase the carrying capacity of each university.
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