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Abstract : Hepatitis C virus infection is a public health threat in Egypt. To control infection, efforts should be spent to
encourage healthy behavior. This study aimed to assess the level of behavioral development in order to create a positive
environment for the adoption of the recommended behaviors. The study was conducted over one year from Jan. 2011 till Jan.
2012. Knowledge, attitude and behavior of 540 HCV patients and 102 of their contacts were assessed and the level of
behavioral development was determined. The study revealed that the majority of patients and contacts knew that HCV infection
is  dangerous  with  perceived  concern  for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment.  More  than  75% knew  the  correct  modes  of
transmission. The assessment showed positive attitudes towards the recommended practices with the intention to adopt those
practices. Strategies to create opportunities to continue the recommended behaviors should be adopted together with the
reinforcement of social support.
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