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Abstract : Focusing on female migrant domestic workers from Jharkhand, this study looks at their life before and after
migration in Mumbai city. Girls coming from the marginalised communities migrate through different means and organizations
like placement agencies, religious institutions such as church, with the help of group of friends or relatives and so forth. Most
of them due to low educational attainment get into the unorganized sector jobs such as domestic work. In this backdrop, the
paper tries to understand the socio-economic condition of tribal migrant women engaged as the domestic workers in the M
ward of Mumbai city. The paper tries to investigate the early life of migrant women domestic workers, explores the reasons
behind their migration and also examines the changes in their status after their engagement as domestic workers. The paper
argues that though the economic and political reasons are quite explicit but the role of social institutions is also significant in
the process of migration of women domestic workers. The study was qualitative in nature where fifteen in depth interviews
were conducted and to develop a profound understanding one Focus Group Discussion was carried out at M ward of Mumbai
Municipal  Corporation  (Chembur  East).  To  substantiate  the  findings,  the  secondary  data  was  taken from the  available
resources. The findings of the study shows that situation in the family, lack of education, non availability of better economic
opportunities and other factors forced them to migrate. The factors such as income in form of cash rather than in kind,
attraction towards the Mumbai city and so on was also the reason behind migration. Finally, this study gives the ample
opportunity to look at the lives of the women who are the part of the unorganised sector of our country. It further unbolts
exploration in terms of social security legislation at the national level.
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