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Abstract : Chronic pain or stress in farm animals impacts both on their welfare and productivity. Measuring chronic pain or
stress  can  be  problematic  using  hormonal  or  behavioural  changes  because  hormones  are  modulated  by  homeostatic
mechanisms and observed behaviour can be highly subjective. We propose that heart rate variability (HRV) can quantify
chronic pain or stress in farmed animal and represents a more robust and objective measure of their welfare.
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