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Abstract : Research and development (R&D) as a term denotes the innovative studies conducted systematically to increase
knowledge and its practices. As R&D intensity of Turkey (0,84%) is quite below the EU average intensity score, it has displayed
a continuous increase since the 2000s. Also, the development of human capital in R&D has been one of the basic aims of
National Strategy of Science, Technology, and Innovation, and National Innovation System 2023 of Turkey. R&D is considered
to one of the fields in which the gender gap is wide. The reflections of the analogy of leaky pipeline, a term used for vertical
differentiation in academy can also be observed in those scientific activities related with the private sector. In the private
sector, the gender gap becomes wider: the percentage of female researchers in the universities (41%) decreases to 24% in the
private sector. Though half of the undergraduates and gradutes are female in Turkey, a widening gender gap is observed in
terms of employment in R&D. Given this background, this paper will focus on gendered dynamics of careers in R&D through
the interviews conducted with 25 female and 25 male employees, working in a university technopark and some of the large RD
centers in Turkey working in several  sectors such as electronics,  automotive etc.  Focusing on some aspects of  gender
differences in terms of career experiences in R&D and innovation, mobility, participation to the projects, patents and inclusion
to other innovatory activities, home-work balance, it aims to explore the relationships between science, technology, innovation
and gender.
Keywords : gender, innovation, R&D, science, technology
Conference Title : ICSRD 2020 : International Conference on Scientific Research and Development
Conference Location : Chicago, United States
Conference Dates : December 12-13, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Mathematical and Computational Sciences

Vol:14, No:12, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 M
at

he
m

at
ic

al
 a

nd
 C

om
pu

ta
tio

na
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

4,
 N

o:
12

, 2
02

0 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

26
92

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(12) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/22692.pdf

