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Abstract : Background: In Ethiopia there is a population policy aimed at reducing fertility and increasing contraceptive
prevalence. Objective: To assess the fertility preference and contraceptive use status of married women who were living in Dire
Dawa administrative city. Methods: Cross sectional study which included a sample size of 421 married women of reproductive
age were performed. Data was collected using structured questionnaire during house to house survey and semi-structured
questionnaire  during  in-depth  interview.  Data  was  processed  and  analyzed  using  SPSS version  16  computer  software.
Univariate, bi variate and multi variate analysis was employed. Results: A total of 421 married women of reproductive age
group were interviewed having a response rate of 100 percent. More than half (58.2%) of the respondent have desire of more
children. While 41.8% want no more children. Regarding contraceptive use 52.5% of the respondents were using contraceptive
at the time of survey. Fertility preference and contraceptive use were significantly associated with age of the respondent,
history of child death, number of living children, religion and age at first birth. Conclusions: Those women with younger age
group, who had no child death history and women with lesser number of surviving children were more likely desire additional
children. Women with older age at first birth and protestant in religion were more likely practiced contraceptive use. Strong
information and education regarding contraceptive for younger age group should be provided, advocacy at level of religious
leader  is  important,  comprehensive  family  planning  counselling  and  education  should  be  available  for  the  community,
husbands, and religious leaders and the aim for increasing contraceptive use should focus on the practical aspect.
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