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Abstract : It is well known that the terrorist attacks on the New York City and Washington, D.C. prompted unprecedented
international action to enhance international cooperation in the prevention and suppression of terrorism. In the months (and
years) after September 11, the world community focused on two main efforts: first, on efforts to bring those responsible for
terrorist attacks to justice, and second, on efforts to prevent future terrorist attacks. In that sense, many governments took
advantage of these efforts to strengthen their national security. In that process, however, human rights and civil liberties of
certain groups of people were alleged. As a consequence, part of the price paid for protecting national security against
terrorist attacks was the threat of infringement on people's fundamental rights and freedoms. The aim of this paper is to
analyze the role of the European Union and the Council of Europe in finding the answer to the one of the main security
dilemma for the present era: how to find the balance between the protection of national security and guarantee of the people's
rights and fundamental freedoms?
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