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Abstract : Poverty is a complex phenomenon influenced by a large number of factors and which can be studied from many
different perspectives. Most of the poverty assessments can be divided into three broad categories- construction of poverty
profile (who the poor are), causes of poverty (why people are poor) and poverty alleviation strategies (what to do about
poverty). In this regard, we need to know more about poverty, the factors that drive it and those that maintain it. Specifically,
how people perceive and experience poverty will generate a body of knowledge that would enable government and poverty
alleviation agencies to better target their interventions and understand the stigma associated with poverty. In the Indian
context, the perceptions of the causes of poverty are particularly relevant because of the persistent higher percent of people
below poverty line and wider economic-social inequalities despite the continuing decline of poverty in the present times. In this
study we investigated the perceived attributions for poverty among youths (University students) in India. A questionnaire
having 35 questions was administered to a sample of 200 University students (n=200). Findings showed that Indian youth were
more inclined to attribute poverty to Structural factors; supporting system-blame hypothesis.
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