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Abstract : The establishment of the European Union signified the culmination of the supra-national power addressing
economic, political, legal and humanitarian matters within and above a national territory. Human rights have taken a
protagonist role as one of the pressing concerns that the EU addresses, and one of the most critical problems is that of human
trafficking. This multi-billion dollar criminal business represents $31.6 per year made out of 2.5 million trafficked persons
worldwide, making it one of the most crucial human rights problems in the world to address. The EU has developed strategies
to tackle this issue through supra-national governance, however, how have they fared? What is the impact of its development
on the issue? This paper will address the direct and indirect impact of the formation of the European Union as a supranational
political and economic entity on the illicit industry of human trafficking in Europe. It attempts to analyse first, the situation of
human trafficking in Europe, as an attempt to understand its importance in the region, addressing its root causes and the role
of the states addressed. Second, the paper will examine the impact of the EU on human breaking down its policy-making at a
supranational level, the role of the economic integration of the region, and the change of migration patterns since its inception.
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