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Abstract : Background: We are confronted by a society that is becoming more complex, more mobile, and more dysfunctional.
Teen pregnancy, suicide, elopement, and the perusal of dangerous drugs have become commonplace. In addition, children do
not settle their disputes as they once did. Guns and knives are quotidian. Therefore, it has been an exigent to have a "Juvenile
Code" that would provide specific substantive and procedural rules for juveniles in the justice system. However, until the
twentieth century, there was little difference between how the justice system treated adults and children. Age was considered
only in terms of  appropriate punishment and juveniles were eligible for  the same punishment as adults.  Findings:  The
increased prevalence and legislative support for specialized courts, Juvenile Justice Boards, including juvenile drug, mental
health and truancy court programs, as well as diversion programs and evidence-based approaches into the fabric of juvenile
justice are just a few examples of recent advances. In India, various measures were taken to prosecute young offenders who
committed violent crimes as adults. But it was argued that equating juveniles with adult criminals was neither scientifically
correct nor normatively defensible. It would defeat the very purpose of the justice system. Methodology and Conclusion: This
paper attempts to bring forth the results of analytical and descriptive research that examined changing trends in juvenile
justice legislation. It covers the investigative and inspective practices of police, the various administrative agencies who have
roles in implementing the legislation, the courts, and the detention centers. In this paper we shall discuss about how the
juvenile justice system is the dumping ground for many of a youths’ problem. The changing notions of justice, from retributive
to restorative and rehabilitative shall be discussed. A comparative study of the Juvenile act in India and that of the U.S has
been discussed. Specific social institutions and forces that explain juvenile delinquency are identified. In addition, various
influences on juvenile delinquency are noted, such as families, schools, peer groups and communities. The text concludes by
addressing socialization, deterrence, imprisonments, alternatives, restitution and preventions.
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