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Abstract : Environmental damage has increased steadily in recent decades: Depletion of natural resources, destruction of the
ozone layer, greenhouse effect, degradation of the quality of life, land use etc. New terms have emerged as: "Prevention rather
than cure"  or  "polluter  pays"  falls  within  the  principles  of  common sense,  their  practical  implementation  still  remains
fragmented. Among the avenues to be explored, one of the most promising is certainly one that focuses on product design.
Indeed, where better than during the design phase, can reduce the source of future impacts on the environment? What choices
or those of design, they influence more on the environmental characteristics of products? The most currently recognized at the
international level is the analysis of the life cycle (LCA) and Life Cycle Assessment, subject to International Standardization
(ISO  14040-14043).  LCA  provides  scientific  and  objective  assessment  of  potential  impacts  of  the  product  or  service,
considering its entire life cycle. This approach makes it possible to minimize impacts to the source in pollution prevention. It is
widely preferable to curative approach, currently majority in the industrial crops, led mostly by a report of pollution. The
"product" is to reduce the environmental impacts of a given product, taking into account all or part of its life cycle. Currently,
there are emerging tools, known as eco-design. They are intended to establish an environmental profile of the product to
improve its environmental performance. They require a quantity sufficient information on the product for each phase of its life
cycle: raw material extraction, manufacturing, distribution, usage, end of life (recycling or incineration or deposit) and all
stages of transport. The assessment results indicate the sensitive points of the product studied, points on which the developer
must act.
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