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Abstract : Taiwanese composer Kuo Chih-Yuan (1921-2013) studied composition at Tokyo University of the Arts and was
influenced by the musical nationalism prevailing in Japan at the time. Determined to create world-class contemporary works to
represent Taiwan, he created music with elements of traditional Taiwanese music in ways that had not been done before. The
aims of this study were to examine the traditional elements used in Kuo Chih-Yuan’s Variations and Fugue on an Ancient
Taiwanese Music (1972),  and how an understanding of these elements might guide pianists to interpret a more proper
performance of his work was also presented in this study.
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