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Abstract : The recent dimension of terrorist attacks and violence in West Africa and Nigeria in particular has attracted both
academic and global concerns. Children, young girls and women are now victims of violent attacks and insurgency in their own
country. Today, we have a reverse situation where women and children were spared during violence in the past. Empirical
evidence shows that millions of children, young girls and women are caught up in violent attacks in which they are not merely
spectatorial, but victims of circumstance. Some fall victims of a general onslaught against civilians by the drivers of such
conflicts. Others die as part of a calculated genocide. Still others are taken as hostages as part of a deliberate attack on them.
With particular reference to over 200 Chibok school girls that were abducted by the Boko Haram Islamic sect in Maiduguri,
Borno state, Nigeria, this study shall attempt a theoretical exploration of the circumstances surrounding the insurgency attacks
on these categories of vulnerable groups in Nigeria. This paper also intends to examine the nature, dimensions, causes, effects
as well as implications of these attacks on women and children in West Africa. The paper shall sum up with conclusion and
possible recommendations that could help the region in the 21st century and beyond.
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