
Farmers’ Use of Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS) for Selected Arable
Crops Production in Ondo State

Authors : A. M. Omoare, E. O. Fakoya
Abstract : This study sought to determine the use of indigenous knowledge for selected arable crops production in Ondo Sate.
A multistage sampling method was used and 112 arable crops farmers were systematically selected. Data were analyzed using
both descriptive and inferential statistics. The results showed that majority of the sampled farmers were male (75.90%) About
75% were married with children. Large proportion of them (62.61%) were within the ages of 30-49 years. Most of them have
spent about 10 years in farming (58.92%). The highest raw scores of use of indigenous knowledge were found in planting on
mound in yam production, use of native medicine and scare-crow method in controlling birds in rice production, timely planting
of locally developed resistant varieties in cassava production and soaking of maize seeds in water to determine their viability
with raw scores of 313, 310, 305, 303, and 300 respectively, while the lowest raw scores was obtained in use of bell method in
controlling birds in rice production with raw scores of 210. The findings established that proverbs (59.8%) and taboos (55.36%)
were the most commonly used media in transmitting indigenous knowledge by arable crop farmers. The multiple regression
analysis  result  revealed that  age of  the farmers and farming experience had a significant  relationship with the use of
indigenous knowledge of the farmers which gave R2=0.83 for semi-log function form of equation which is the land equation.
The policy implication is that indigenous knowledge should provide a basis for designing modern technologies to enhance
sustainable agricultural development.
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