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Abstract : The 2008 economic crisis had huge implications in Europe. In this continent, the repercussions of the crisis were
not only economic but also political and institutional. The economic stress has generated changes in the perception of the
citizens, their attitude and the confidence placed in the political organizations. The lost of confidence is not only present in the
debtor countries but it is also present in the European economic powers like Germany and France. This research explains how
the economic crisis had an impact in the identity, population’s attitude and how this generated the rise of extreme right
parties. In addition, it defines the different types of attitudes and support that exist towards these political and economic
institutions. The results of this investigation show that the depression beside of its economic implications, it caused
institutional, social and political difficulties for the Union. Moreover, the support and attitudes of the population were severely
strained because the confidence in the political organization decreased. Furthermore, a rise in the otherness sentiment was
shown. In other words, the distinction between “us” and “them” increased causing repercussions in the collective European
identity. Additionally, there was a spread in national identities that caused the rise of the extreme right wing parties. In
conclusion, the 2008 economic crisis caused not only economic stress but also it generated a political, social and institutional
crisis in Europe.
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