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Abstract : Cry, the Peacock is a famous novel by Anita Desai which deals with the psychic tumult of a young and sensitive
female protagonist, Maya. The novel deals with the in-depth study of the psyche of Maya who is haunted by a childhood
prophecy of a fatal disaster. This persistent obsession of death either for her or her husband within four years of their marriage
is the main reason for Maya’s neurosis. The novel is not only concerned with the psychological aspect of Maya but is also a
strong plea for the rights of women. The novel consists of both psychological as well as feministic elements. The attitude of
Maya, not to submit to the authority of her husband gives perfect description of second wave feminism. Feminism is a
movement which deals with the issues of inequality between men and women. Psychoanalysis is the study of the psychology of
characters. It depicts how an incident in one’s life shapes the personality of an individual. This paper will deal with the study of
the novel Cry, the Peacock from psychoanalytic perspective and will try to trace out the reason for such an extreme step that
Maya takes in the end of the novel- crossing all the limits of a traditional submissive wife.
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