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Abstract : In a multicultural country like Canada, Colonialism is still maintained in the form of Violence and Oppression. The
Aboriginals are persistently facing Oppression and Marginalization in their own land owing to Colonial presence. Women in
particular are getting most affected. They are facing double burden of patriarchy and their being Native. Tomson Highway, the
Cree Canadian playwright has deftly exposed the theme of women violence and empowerment. In his plays (The Rez Sisters
and Rose) taken from his Rez Septology, he has depicted Aboriginal women’s predicaments and sufferings. But simultaneously
also talks about their empowerment and aggression refuting and fighting back to patriarchy and oppression. The Rez Sisters
portrays women with shattering images and as a victim of both the male dominating society and the system. It represents the
painful odyssey of the seven women facing several hardships. Rose represents women in entirely different light. They are
shown more assertive and empowered raising their voice against the Violence and Discrimination meted out to them. The
Aboriginal women in Canada are facing dual burden of Colonialism and Patriarchy which indeed is a Colonial construct. This
paper is an attempt to explore the above facets Tomson Highway’s The Rez Sisters and Rose.
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