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Abstract : International entrepreneurship represents the process of discovering and creatively exploiting opportunities that
exist  outside  a  firm’s  national  borders  in  order  to  obtain  a  competitive  advantage.  Firms  in  emerging  economies  are
increasingly looking towards internationalisation since they are faced with rising competition in their domestic markets and
attracted to opportunities in foreign markets. This article investigates international entrepreneurship by examining how the
influence of  entrepreneurial  intensity  and capabilities  at  the  firm level  influence performance,  while  at  the  same time
considering environmental influences on this relationship. Based on past theoretical and empirical findings, hypotheses are
formulated and then tested using correlational and regression analysis. Generally, the results support the hypotheses where
both entrepreneurial intensity and capabilities are positively related to internationalisation and firm performance, while weak
evidence is found for environmental hostility as a moderating influence. Several recommendations are made in light of the
findings, where it is suggested that firms foster higher levels of innovativeness, risk-taking and proactiveness while developing
human,  social  and  technology  related  capabilities  in  order  to  enhance  their  performance  and  increase  their  levels  of
internationalisation.
Keywords : international entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial intensity, capabilities, firm performance, exporting, South Africa
Conference Title : ICIE 2015 : International Conference on Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Conference Location : Venice, Italy
Conference Dates : April 13-14, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:9, No:04, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
04

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

19
47

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(04) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/21947.pdf

