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Abstract : The study aims at investigating the functions of English-Arabic code switching in English as a foreign language
classroom oral discourse and the extent to which they can contribute to the flow of classroom interaction. It also seeks to
understand the views, beliefs, and perceptions of teachers and learners towards this practice. We hypothesized that code
switching is a communicative strategy which facilitates classroom interaction. Due to this fact, both teachers and learners
support its use. The study draws on a key body of literature in bilingualism, second language acquisition, and classroom
discourse in an attempt to provide a framework for considering the research questions. It employs a combination of qualitative
and quantitative research methods which include classroom observations and questionnaires. The analysis of the recordings
shows that teachers’ code switching to Arabic is not only used for academic and classroom management reasons. Rather, the
data display instances in which code switching is used for social reasons. The analysis of the questionnaires indicates that
teachers and pupils have different attitudes towards this phenomenon. Teachers reported their deliberate switching during
EFL teaching, yet the majority was against this practice. According to them, the use of the mother has detrimental effects on
the acquisition and the practice of the target language. In contrast, pupils showed their preference to their teachers’ code
switching because it enhances and facilitates their understanding. These findings support the fact that the shift to pupils’
mother tongue is a strategy which aids and facilitates the teaching and the learning of the target language. This, in turn,
necessitates recommendations which are suggested to teachers and course designers.
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